Winged bean (Psophocarpus tetragonolobus), a leguminous plant grown in the tropics, is of great promise as a tropical food crop equivalent to the soybean. The winged bean seeds are rich in protein and oil. Furthermore, flowers, leaves, tubers and immature pods are all edible and have higher protein contents than do the counterparts of other plants. A report from the National Academy of Sciences (USA) has called attention to the need for research on this promising legume (1). Identification of major globulins in winged bean seeds has been done, and amino acid compositions of the proteins, fatty acids, and carbohydrates have been studied (2) (3) (4) (5) . Our objective in the study presented here is to explore quality changes in winged bean seeds during storage and also to find the most desirable conditions for storage. The results will be useful when the seeds are stored for cultivation as well as for food purposes. This work was supported by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research from the Ministry of Education, Science, and Culture of Japan (56106013).
